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[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Banking Education Model’ in the United States.
Pedagogy of the oppressed is a seminal work in critical pedagogy. Written by Brazilian Educationist and Philosopher Paulo Freire in 1968, the book largely focuses on the relationship between learners, educators an the society. Pedagogy of the oppressed the concept ‘banking model of education’ which treats students as containers to be filled with knowledge from the educator/teacher. This paper attempts to evaluate the ‘banking model of education’ with attempts to identify its similarities in the context of the American education model, (Freire, 2006).
Chapter two of Pedagogy of the Oppressed, equates the teacher-student relationship to a "banking" model of education. Freire describes the entire education system as a narration process. The teacher is portrayed as the ‘narrator' and the student as the ‘listener'. The two are fundamentally disconnected from each in the real world.  The teacher deposits pieces of information to the students' minds. The students, on the other hand, are expected to memorize chunks of knowledge without questioning their qualitative aspect. 

Freire criticizes the relationship between a teacher as ‘a dispenser' of knowledge and the student as ‘a receptor'. He argues that this model stifles creativity. The teacher is detached from the students' life experiences and the dynamism of reality are not taken into account.  The teacher empties the contents of unrealistic information into the student's brain. According to Freire, the banking model of education does not encourage students to constantly ask questions, therefore, making the whole process obsolete. 

Freire opines that a ‘banking model of education' is characterized by harshness and oppression whereby the teacher is placed at the echelon of knowledge dissemination.  The ailment in the education system is facilitated by the notion that the teacher is an authoritative figure and holds absolute power over the learning process. Students are portrayed as subjects. The student is expected to record without realizing its significance. The educational approach is oppressive and affirms his pedagogy which advocates for reforms in order to cure the contradictory relationship.
Currently, in the US, over 75% of learning both in the K-12 and institutions of higher-learning occur in the form of teacher-centered lectures. Lecturing is preferred by most institution courtesy of its convenience, cost-, and practicability for large student bodies. This model of teaching allows teachers/professors to convey information that they think is most appropriate for the lesson. The students largely pay a passive role in examining and evaluating the information, (Gottesman, 2010)
Freire further describes a ‘banking model of education’ as whereby subjects are content to be filled, memorizing the content, and repeating the process on a daily basis. The teacher is metaphorically seen as an illusion that needs to be emulated at all cost. Students receive catalogs of knowledge and store them for future examinations. The teacher is depicted as intellectually superior individuals who need to impart knowledge to the students who know nothing.  The raison d'etre approach to libertarian education advocates for the reconciliation of the contradictory student-teacher relationship. The teacher is seen to make choices for the students and enforce knowledge to them and the society expects them to comply with the traditional methods,  (Freire, 2006).
The banking model does not necessitate actions but requires that the subjects conform to the living conditions. Students are mere observers and it is worrying that the teachers even try to control how the subjects observe the world. The teachers' superiority has been corrupted by their authority of knowledge. The methods they use alienate the students from their teachers since the more they perceive this model to be acceptable, the more they adapt to play the passive role to their teachers. The oppressors are likely comfortable with their positions of power and are constantly opposed to initiatives that will enhance the subjects' creative excellence. 

The forces of the banking concept and societal paternalism are seen to gang up against the students who are subjected to marginalization. The students are treated as welfare recipients who should align to a particular social configuration. They are regarded as pathologically inferior and the knobs of laziness and incompetence must be adjusted to fit into the conventional patterns. The striking feature of this model is that the marginalized students are not living outside of the society but are inside the societal structure, (Gottesman, 2010). 
Most of the content and subjects taught in the United States Curriculum today is set or derived from the common core. Simply, the common core represents an attempt to standardize instructions and assessments. Different states also have enacted various standards that may be applied to deciding what should be taught in particular grades and levels. Institutions have also been mandated individual authority to determine the scope of subjects and inclinations, (Roberts, 1996). 

Despite, these variations the curriculum for the American Education system is largely based on some of the socially acceptable norms and procedures, (Roberts, 1996). Simply, a group of people decides what should be taught to learners or not. This model helps to clearly accentuate the banking model in American education, whereby learners are educated as to what they should learn. 

Overall the American Education System is characterized by increased tendencies to guide and director learners as knowledge receptors and collectors. Overreliance on teachers to disseminate knowledge and socially accepted curriculums are some of the fundamental features of ‘banking education' that are predominant in the American system. This schism has developed to an extent students are unable to realize their true consciousness. Perhaps, some of the criticism towards the American education system as Factory model is stemmed from a preservation of the banking model.

Over and above, the American Education system must move to embrace an alternative pedagogy that eliminates the aforementioned instance of banking model. There is a need to forge partnerships and realize the profound necessity for critical thinking and creates effective communication that enables dialogue required for educational freedom. Students should not be seen as exclusive knowledge receptors but also effective knowledge generators. This will not only enhance their awareness about themselves and their environments but also better prepare them for the uncertain future.
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